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EPA takes over cleanup of Mahoning River site 

BY JOI: LAWI.Ofl: 
Triboo11 Chronicle 

WARREN •• The: U.S.. Envirunmenb:al Prohlttion Agi:11cy ha~ !lnl,::e11. over dcanupal lhc 
Mahonl.Jlgslde Oenerm!ng l'lant and wlll pay for !rs completion. 

The dty ii: tryina to reGtore the Mahoninlil Ave11ue i;ite •· whicl, houi:ed a tum-of-the.c;;intury power 
plant that was demolished iii 1999 •· to make it auracli\le for economic development. 

Kendall Moore, onvlronmenta.l specialist with tne l:iPA's Chlcne,o omoe, said the project has bef11 
dc:sigmiti::d a "Supa:fu.11d Emff!!;l:D~Y R.~spons~" sit,;,, whi~h m!:Ms it will bi: ,;l,;,imed up with f,;,dcraJ 
m\tl'lcy, 

EPA officials are already at the site co11ductinil, tests and 1·emo·vn\lj; soil. 

In Apri~ the federal agency became involved bcr,ausc of the discovery of polychlorimncd biphcnyls 
(PCBs), a caa-clnogen. McCabe Engineering of Richfield discovered soil samples between '1,500 nnd 
15,000 p11ri1, per million '-'fl"CR!< r.f11rir113 ti;5ih1ij 11f11rir.l,«15~01111i:l !<Oil in Mtn;:h. Th,i, f.J>A invci'li~:. 
an)' !iits that hBR !'iO pilf"IFI per million i,r ml,rll of PCBR. 

'While the agency had an advisory role th1·ouglt the summer, Moore said it decided to take over the 
project when it became apparent tlle city had run out of money. The city, lhl'ough a series of state 
lonns, grants and prinlc donations, already had paid $2,3 million for Ilic cleanup. With Warren's 
poo1· nna11cJal c:ondlllon -- .:H employees a.re laid off'-- the city q;ouldn't afford to keep the pt·oject 
gui11g. 

"We did not sec it 113 a site that sboulcl remaio idle for !ix months'or Ion~'' Moore snid. 1'The 
proximity to the Mahonin1t River posed enouizh ot' a risk for us to .11;0 ahead and pay for the 
remainder cir the project" 

While it's unlikely tbot the site liOUld have posed an environn1ental or health risk, Moore said It 
m,1k.cs RTIH to remove th~ ri$k of PCBs m11;1n1ting to th,: Ml\honing River .iml infiltr.iting the 
environment. 

Moore said he's not sure how much more 1noney wJII be needed, because of uncertainty regnrdi11g 
what still could be found at the &ite. 

Mark vumo, tll'A's on-scene coordlnlllor, s11id work. be~1111 111 ti.le site last week, wlth <lontamlnatecl 
&oil b,;,ing rc1miv,;,d fh>m 11mlcr.sro1m,d pipcs, i\lmpi; ijTIQ i;Qllduits. 

He said the soil is bdl\g shipped tc. a toxic Wa!.lc ll!llkd.f-ill near Buffalo, where the contaminated 
materiAls oan't cacape. 

Dumo said a new ,;;ontrac;tor hiis take.a. over the projcc;t -- Environmental Quality Management of 
Clncllmatl. Durno salcl McCabe Is being retained ns a suboontmctor. 

Ho i;akl ovi::r lhi:: 11~1',t mu11Lh ur ~u, llU11lr1,1c1ur~ will con!luol rrwri:: LllijlY to g1mgi.i the cxlcnL of the 
J!Mb!em. He said thc;y will 11!.sa likd:y perform a heftltb risk analysis bdaro dccldlns what ta do with 
the soil. • 

Dumo 5~id di:pcmding on bow thc t~t rc~ulb tum out, they i;ould c:i,;i;;mrti:: or encapsulate the 50i}, 

Ed McCabe, pn::sidcnt of MGCcl:ic &gin.ce.!'i.ne;, said hi~ colnJ:>llft1 had been do.iltiS limilc<l wurk -­
UJld~l,lround watijr treatment a11d pumpinu. •· until the federal EPA c:ame aboard. 

"We had ri. Jot of hope that thty wo\lld tab over," McCabe said. "This is excellent news for the city 
of warren, lhill the u .5. BPI\ 11:1ok immediate steps to rirotect the environment and make sure the 
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